As a young man Barry was adventurous and was a keen and enthusiastic glider. He was certainly one of the youngest members of the Midlands Gliding Club in Church Stretton.
Barry was known for his love of books and poetry. He was a brilliant raconteur, tremendous company to be with and has regaled many of those who knew him with his quotation of literature. He was also a lover of nature. In 1976 he planted 400 trees along a half mile stretch of the Tanat Valley railway line and together with his family cared for them during the drought year following their plantation. At one time he kept bees and gave away the honey he harvested.
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